Naval Gunfire Support (NGS)

The bombardment of shore targets from seaward in support of land
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submarine kit to convert it to a
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disastrous oil leak. Deservedly Humphrey lives on in the Fleet Air
Arm Museum at Yeovilton.
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Personal Preparations and Reactions

Exercise Springtrain ended abruptly on 2 April, when Antrim became the Flagship of the
Operation Corporate Task Group tasked to recover the Falkland Islands.

Extra ammunition, stores and food were embarked from HMS Ariadne and letters sent
home with her. We lacked winter clothing for our destination and tropical gear for crossing
the tropics. Wills were hurriedly written or updated for dispatch from Ascension Island.

We practised Damage Control and securing the ship for Action. It was important to keep
everyone informed about events on the home and international fronts. We steamed south
in radar silence without lights, into the weather and the unknown.

The 40 or so members of the SAS integrated well and mutual respect prevailed. Each of us
wondered how we would behave in action or if seriously wounded. We were all worried
and some talked of their fears, but many didn’t. Attendance at our church services
increased steadily. The Archbishop of Canterbury’s declaration that this would be a ‘just’
war was helpful for some: and we knew there was overwhelming support from home. The
officers walked round the ship talking to their men, and Senior Ratings led by example.

Beer had to be rationed, but red wine ‘liberated’ from S Georgia was sold in aid of Guide
Dogs for the Blind.

The sinking of the ARA Belgrano on 3rd May followed by the loss of HMS Sheffield was a
profound shock that made people ponder. Damage Control assumed greater relevance.
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The BBC World Service occasionally speculated unhelpfully and we resented the release of
gratuitous information. Attitudes to some of the British press coverage became jaundiced.

Antrim’s morale was tested by heavy air attacks throughout the 21st May when a 1000lb
bomb arrived. The ship’s company was magnificent and, when the bomb was dropped
overboard about 2345, we fell out from Action Stations in the knowledge of a job well
done. We had faced a very powerful air force and had not been found wanting.

Weather

Antrim carried a Met and Oceanography Officer who used
information transmitted from UK, but this was sparse. The
Argentines stopped transmitting weather details and we
then relied on our own, single observer, weather
forecasting techniques. Books in the Meteorological office
onboard showed climatological information based on
statistics over one hundred years old!

Marine Engineering

In the 17 weeks — 119 days — between
leaving and returning to UK, the ship’s
engines had been turning, or at very
short notice to turn for about 108
days; we had steamed 32,767 miles,
1.3 times round the world. It was
impossible to shut down any of the
engines for deep maintenance, so all

Forecasting accurately became difficult and briefing the
aircrew before they took troops onto Fortuna Glacier was
near impossible. The weather was atrocious, Katabatic
Winds#, reinforced by south-westerlies produced storm
force speeds with severe blizzard conditions.

Icebergs were another danger. There were several around
S Georgia, together with low lying ‘growlers’. En route to

the systems required careful tending rendezvous with QEIl at night and under radar silence,
to ensure maximum performance and doing 27 knots, we used sporadic radar sweeps to identify
availability. them. Luckily, we did not hit anything but as dawn broke
there were several icebergs near us!
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