After the Action

We fell out from Action Stations after 35 hours and steamed northeast eventually to join the Task Force's repair ship, Stena Seaspread, an oil rig
support ship taken up from trade. She had workshops, over 100 naval and civilian engineers and lots of spare gear onboard. The tension soaked
away, we were safe and could rely on 2-3 days rest while we were fixed.

NOT TO BE!

That afternoon, 25 May, a signal from the Admiral:

‘Your weekend leave has been cancelled! Proceed with despatch to South Georgia, rendezvous with QE2, embark Major General
Jeremy Moore RM and staff [he commanded 5 Brigade and would be the Land Force Commander] and deliver them to HMS Fearless’

— which we did on 29 May.

From then our war quietened down. We acted as guardship in South Georgia from 31 May to 26 June. We caught up on much-needed
maintenance, fixed broken equipment, changed the barrels of our 4.5” gun, an unusual experience at sea and away from dockyard support, and
exercised drills and procedures..

Joining Stena Seaspread

On 14 June Argentina surrendered the Falklands.

On 26 June we were ordered home, the last of the original Springtrain ships to be released.

Rendezvous with RMS Queen Elizabeth 2 (QE2)
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INSTRUMENT OF SURRENDER

- Ang —’feal_:a Laip " Cape € I @J &V‘ﬁllf %05 Commander of the -A.r'gex;tinia.n Fe.r;:es :}n eccupation
= of the isla.f_‘i}ri_tjsﬁ_‘of_ SOUTH GEORGIA, hereby unconditionally surrendered those
Forces under my command including landed Naval Detachments and the crew of )
Uq 3 they % the subnarine Santa Fe to the Commander ef the British Task Group, HMS ANTRIM. 3
! This Ins‘i:fument of _'Stu.-re‘nder is understood te have bEEI.l proffered ecos v ﬂ
by the hoisting of a white flag at KING EDWARD POINT at 1705 Z 25 April 1982 :Qv\
and o have been effective at 1715 ,2‘. the same day. ‘ '
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Signal from Rear Admiral Woodward to the
Landing Force the night preceding OPERATION

: I order all I‘orbes under my command o surrender as at ;IT15 Z 25
April 1982 and those Forces with whom I am not in direct contact to surrender

immediately on notification of this instrument. : : % SUTTON, the Iandings on the shores of San
L5 ' Carlos Water.

‘I unde‘rsta,nd't};at I am obliged to make safe and to notify the
Commander British Task Group Ta;ly dangerous SePunih measures Lor whish my
Force is responsible or eof which they are.aware, such as mines, booby iraps
and similar latent explosives. .- ; . -

It is understood that my Forces will be treated as Prisoners of ' ’\\
War and a.fforde_sd such -x-'i’glicts as a.re'h a-pp'.l.‘iéé.ble under the a.ppzj}opriate Article ——

of the Geneva Coniventi'o;a ﬁrovi-ded' the above conditions are complied with. id

_ {
Comthéndiiig Officer

Signed.
. . Argentine Submarine SANTA FE

Countersigned.

Commander Argentine Land Forces !

Commander Task Group 317-9-. .-f'

Signed. :
" HMS ANTRIN

|z

Countersigned. - Second in Command ' g T ; Clpmas ABn 5t NTE jps
J M G SHERIDAN 42 Commando Royal Marines : 0 pasPLlEey : : .
Major Royal Marines e e FO 22t CLfans

Dated thi's 26th day of April 1982

Instrument of Surrender - South Georgia
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