| dreaded the Nine o’clock news but had to watch. The
Defence Spokesman spoke in a ‘Dalek-type’ voice but his words
were chilling ‘One of our ships has been sunk..” On the
married patch we recognised the car carrying the Naval padre
and an officer, who called to tell families the bad news.
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The relations between the Press and the Government in general, and the
Navy in particular, were strained from the beginning. Commanding Officers
did not want Press onboard but were overruled by the Prime Minister.
Eventually, 40 reporters were embarked in HMS Invincible, Hermes and We were given
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Canberra, accompanied by ‘minders’. the chance to record

The tension between the embarked Press and the Navy was caused by their messages which would go

respective irreconcilable needs. The Navy faced a lengthy passage into to the ship on a tape. It made
hostile waters close to an enemy coast, a long way from shore support, and me feel close to him, but we
therefore wanted as much kept secret as possible. The Press wanted to tell couldn’t get our children to
the story as ‘fearlessly’ as possible and were frustrated that they were unable speak to a Daddy they
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There were spectacular ‘leaks’ caused by Press speculation. The BBC told the
world that Antrim and group has arrived off S Georgia. We were then 3000
miles from the rest of the Fleet off Ascension and only 1200 miles from the
Argentine fleet. Not comfortable!

A further ‘leak’ informed the world that the reason the bomb did not explode
(in Antrim) was because the pilots were flying too low for the bomb to arm
itself. The next day they adjusted their attack profiles accordingly! BT EL Ly Ll b i
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